We&hes&o\x

Tf you think about i+, it's kind of weird +ha+
\Deovle even celebrate {)ir-ﬂ-\da?/s to besih with.
Because for most of us, -H-\e actual Jc?/ of our
birth isn+ some-l')niha +o cheer about.

One second, you’re 'ﬂoaﬁhs around and mihdihs
7/our owh business, and the next, 7/ou’re stark
haked, surrounded {77/ a bunch of \)eoPle you’\/e
never even met. So ris)n'i' out of ‘H’\e 34+e ) you

start off in an embo\rmssihs situation.

Five minutes later, you’re wro\\a\DeJ in a blanket so
-h'3¥\+ +ha+ you can+t move your arms or leﬁs'
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And i you dont like the little knit hat ‘H‘\ey put
on 7/ou, there’s hoﬂ\ihs 7/ou can do about it.

[NURSERY]

(VAL P‘m!mih

: ;;,iHAamlﬂ"z)i; =

Amm@?i 3 RAVID

The ohly +ime ﬂ\e)/ le+ you out of the blanket is
to c%ahae your dia‘)er, and thats when 7/ou find
out you have ZERO PFEVGC}’.




Just when you f.'hally start o get used to
eVery‘Hwihs, +¥xe7/ +ell you its time to leave. And
then you discover the world outside is a harsh
\alace, and you're hot +)ne most im\?or+ah+ person
nit.

HOSPITAL E Y

Back in ancient times, +)ne7/ didnt celebrate
birﬂ\days, and ho{’od)/ even knew how old anyone
was. So i+ was Probably Pre++7/ crazy for a while.




One 50\7/ someone mustVe annhounced it was their
bir-ﬂwclay, and that was the start of it all.

IT'S MY “BIRTH-DAY”!
YOU ALL HAVE TO
BUY ME PRESENTS!

T guess the whole birﬂ\c}o\y ‘H’\iha was a_popular
ic{ea, because the next 'H\ihg 7/ou khew, ‘mreh‘l's

were +\-\rowih3 +hemed birﬂ'\da}/ ‘)ar'h'es for their
kids +o make the other parents Jealous.

BIRTHDRY




Then some genius came up with the idea of se“ihs
CARDS on top of eVeryﬂxihs else. The cards
were Prih'h—:ci on +}nick paper, and sometimes -H-\e)/

had Jokes in them that older \Deovle +‘-\ou3¥\+ were

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

YOU OLD
FART!

Later on, someone invented THANK-YOU cards )
and if you didnt send one of +hose 4o the \>e0\>|e
w)no boua)n‘f 7/ou Si-Hs , 1t meant 7/ou were an
uhara'te-ful Jerk.
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Tmnot alwo?/s great about sehdihs +\mhk-7/ou
cards after my birﬂ\&q)/. Some of my older relatives
get Pre-H)/ ahhoyec} when T forse‘r, and ﬂ-\e)/’ll
let me know +)ne7/ ho-h'cec}.

Deav Cregy

| i writingy to see it you veceived
g Givthdag gitt | am wovvied it
Adnt avvive since | never veceved a
thank-you cand fom Yo

with concern, At Dovaﬂzu@

\An'\eh 1’ DO 3e+ around o wri‘h'hs m7/ ‘H\ahk-

yous, Peovle like my Aunt Nahcy will send another
card BACK, w)m'c{ is a little much, if you ask me.
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Persohally, T think writing a +¥mhk—>lou card for
eVery 3:'1[‘1' IS way too much effort. Not o mention
it costs a lot of mohey in_stamps and theloPes.

So last year, T decided 4o say my H’\o\h‘(-you out
loud to eVeryohe saﬂ\ered at my \)cxr+7, and T
was ‘Jre‘H'y \)rou& of myse” for beihs efficient.

THANKS TO EVERYONE
GATHERED HERE FOR
ALL OF YOUR
THOUGHTFUL GIFTS!

But Mom said T STILL had to write +\'\ahk-7/ous

o eVeryohe w)no 30+ me a \>reseh+, because s‘-\e
said the older generation likes that sort of -H\ihs.

32



So when T wrote my +\'\o\h’<-7/ous, T added a little

message at the end to cover me for a while.

Dear Avnt Nahcy,

ﬂmhk 7/ou for -H\e awesome SEH. I‘f

was so hice of 7/ou to think of me/
Love ) Gre3

P.S. Please save this card and read
it again next year at +his time.

The Problem is that you have a birﬂ\c}ay onhce
@ year, so it feels like you’re cohs+dh+|7/ writing
‘l'}\ahk-)/ous. But on a Plahe-i' like Ju‘)i‘l'er, a
person would ohl( have a bir-ﬂwday every twelve

Earﬂ-\ years, w
+hese +)nih35 a whole lot easier.

ich would make s+a7/ih3 on top of
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My Great Uncle Albert ac+uo\||7/ celebrates his
birﬂ\day a few times a 7/eo\r, because he forse'l's
*H\ihas \Dre'H')/ easily. So we +r7l to cheer him up

eVery +ime we see Hm at ‘H’\e hursihs }-\ome.

‘ l LOOK WHO CAME TO
VISIT YOU, ALBERT!
c /

T have a -feelihs that Uncle Albert is Just fdkihs
it for -H-\e birﬂ\day cake, -H-\oush. But I like

cake, o0, so \m‘s secrets safe wi+¥\ me.

ﬂ\e \Dr‘oblem wi‘H‘\ khowihs \'\ow old 7/ou are is +\'\a+
7/ou’re cohs+dh+|7/ ﬂ\ihkihs about how much time
7/ou’Ve 30‘!’ LEFT.
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There are all +hese commercials on TV +hat make
7/ou wor‘r‘7/ about se‘H'ihs older. Ahd even ‘H‘\ous‘\
I’m hot -H-\e +ar3e+ audience for +)nose a&s,

sometimes 1 get worried T'm aging faster +han

T should be.

NO ONE LIKES
UNSIGHTLY
AGE SPOTS!

So T started a skin-care rouvtine, Jus+ to +r7/

and s+a)/ ahead of +Hhss. I even used my mom S
ah-h'aaihs cream before I went to bec{ eVery
hi&}ﬁ , until 1 30‘!’ busted.
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Now lﬂm kihd of worried, because I,d oh|7/ been
usihs cream on m7/ FACE w\'\eh j: shoulc}’\/e been usihs

it all over. T Just )noPe T dont look ridiculous at the
beac\-\ w\-\eh I’m n m7/ seventies.

T know EXACTLY what T'm going +o look like
£ T let myself age ha+urall7/, *H-\ous)n. Rodrick has
one of those ase-1[i|+er apps oh his \ahohe, and T
made the mistake of c}\eckihs how T'll look when
T'm mic{dle-o\sed.
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But 'H-\ere are wa7/s to slow -H\ihss down. ﬂ\is kid
at my lunch table named Albert So\hd)/ says +hat
if 7/ou -“)/ drouhci +\'\e worlc} from ria"ﬁ to left )
7/ou 90 back in time. And if 7/ou kee\) going in +hat
direction, you can ac+ua||7/ REVERSE your age.

He said one person ended up 1[|7/ih3 TOO far and
30+ youhser +)nah +)ne7l wanted. Ahc} 1 wouldnt
wanht that to "\o\\)\)eh to ME, becauvse middle
school is hard ehough without havihs to wear a
dio\?er.




