


Once eVeryohe got settled, Mom 4ried to get us
to join her down at the water for a swim. But T
alreac})/ decided before we got here +hat T wasn*
soiha swimmihg on +his +ri\>, for a BUNCH of

reasons.

For starters, n +he ocean, you cant see -ﬂ\roua}\
-H\e water, whic}\ means )Iou hever know w}mﬁ's

uhcler ‘H\e surface.
~

And even ‘H’\ou\g"\ Mom told me there hasnt been a
shark attack on Ruﬂyheck Tsland in a hundred
7/ears, T dont wanna be the one to break the
streak.
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Mom a|wa7/s says that sharks are misunderstood,
and that +)ne7/ re not really a threat +o humans.
But all you heed to do is +ake one look at+ how
mahy teeth a shark has in its mouth to know that
‘H\ey re made for one purpose, and thats BITING.

The ohly GOOD +\'\ih3 about sharks is that
+}\e>/Ve 30+ a fin on +}\e.r back +\'\a+ pops out
of the water, so at least you know when one is

coming. Or at least MOST of the time you do.

> GRELC

But if a shark somehow gets born WITHOUT a
fin one day, it's gonnha be bad news for us )numahs
So T'm JUS"’ "\OP!Y\S sharks dont sw}dehly mutate
into the no-fin variety.
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T learned about evolution in science class, and
how animals a&a\ﬁ with mutations.

Ah+ea+ers used to have short hoses, and then
ohe was rahdomly born with a LONG one. T+
was easier for that guy to get at the ants
Jee‘) in their anthills, which meant i+ could get
more foo&. Ah& after +\'\a+, +\'\e s}xor-f-hosecl
anteaters got lef+ in the dust.

ﬂwe same sort of +)nih3 mig\-\-f )na\a\)eh wi+’n }wumah
beihss ) and someboc{y could be born wiﬂ'\ some

weird c)nahge +)na+ 3:’Ves +¥\em an adv«m-hse over
eVeryohe ELSE.
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But sometimes it takes millions of years for there
to be even a small chahﬁe in a species, which means
T wont live long ehouah Yo see it )ndﬂ)eh. So The
been eX\)osihS myseh[ to lots of gamma rays to
hurry things along.

This kid at school named Alber+ So\hcly o\lways says
+hat one Jay people are gonha cleVeloV gills so H\e)/
cah brea‘f)ne underwater. Ahcl even ‘Hwoush ‘H’\d“’
sounds kind of awesome ) 1 *\oPe it doesnt ‘\d‘)\)eh
to me FIRST, because +he bu“yihs would be \)re‘Hy

terrible.




T£ we need 4o live underwater one day, T
gohha have 4o wear a wet suit full-time. My skin
3e+s wrihkly after +weh+7/ minutes in the baﬂﬁub,
so T cant imagine what it would look like after a
week of |ivih3 in the ocean.

Can)
. )

? SUIIRE

Livihs underwater mig}ﬁ’ not be that bad ,
qc+ua||7/. For one ﬂ\ihs, hobocly will get bent out
of sha‘)e about the small stuff, like Juice sPiHs.




But if -H\e ocean is our future \'\ome, we need to
start treating it better. And it's not +oo hard +o
see why sharks are always ’oi+ih3 \Deo\vle.

Something that annoys me is that Aunt Gretchen
ENCOURAGES her twins o pee in +he ocean.
At least, Tm Just ho\:ihg +hats ALL +¥\e7l’re doihs

n +)nere.




Even if T DID want 4o swim in the ocean +ocla7/,
T wouldnt feel safe doihﬁ it. The |i1[e3uarcls are all
teenagers, and T wouldnt put my life in the hands
of someone who isn*t even allowed o vote.

Dad used o be a |ife3uar& back when he was a

+eeha3er, so he's been +r7/ih3 o 3e+ Rodrick 4o earn
his |ifesavih3 certificate. But it+'s kind of hard for me
Yo imdsihe Ro&rick n c}\o\rse of o\h)/ohe‘s safe+7/.
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One of the reasons T s+0\>\>eci swimming at +he
beac)n is because :[ 30+ nervous +)ne |i1[e3uards
weren+ Pd)’ihﬁ ehouah attention.

So whenever we'd go to the beach, Td alwa?/s
introduce myseh[ +o them to make sure 'H'\e)/ knew m7/

hame and what T looked like. That way, T 'Fisured
I }m& a better c}mhce of 3e++ih3 rescued if I was
s+ru33|ih3 out there.

Td even brihs them snacks a few times a clay,

because )/ou’Ve gotta take care of the People who
take care of YOU.

EXTRA PICKLES
JUST THE WAY
YOU LIKE IT!

\
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s the same reason T never foraet to send m
THs +h T forget o send my
Pediﬁn’cim a Christmas card clurihs +he \wolicla)/s.

from your favorite
patient

T could +ell the lifesuarcls at Ruﬁyheck Tsland
were +o+a||7/ distracted with their P)nohes- And
if a rogue wave comes cras}xihs +to shore, I doub+

+)ne>/’cl even NOTICE.
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